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Menendez
Mica
Michaud
Millender-
McDonald
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
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Pelosi
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Pombo
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Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
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Ros-Lehtinen
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Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryun (KS)
Sabo
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.

Sanchez, Loretta
Sanders
Saxton
Schiff
Schwartz (PA)
Schwarz (MI)
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Sherman
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shuster
Simmons
Simpson
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Solis
Souder
Spratt
Stearns
Strickland
Stupak
Sullivan
Sweeney
Tauscher
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thompson (CA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Towns
Turner
Udall (CO)
Upton
Van Hollen
Visclosky
Walden (OR)
Walsh
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Wexler
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf
Woolsey
Wynn
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NAYS—27

Baird Jackson-Lee Olver
Baldwin (TX) Ryan (OH)
Barrow Kennedy (RI) Stark
Brown (OH) Kildee Taylor (MS)
Capuano Kucinich Tierney
Conyers Lofgren, Zoe Udall (NM)
Cooper Markey Velazquez
Doggett Meehan Wu
Frank (MA) Miller, George
Israel Obey

ANSWERED “PRESENT”’—24
Akin Hefley Pence
Barrett (SC) Hensarling Price (GA)
Bartlett (MD) Jones (NC) Ryan (WI)
Flake King (IA) Sodrel
Foxx Lungren, Daniel  mancredo
Franks (AZ) E. Tanner
Garrett (NJ) Marchant Westmoreland
Gohmert Miller (FL)
Gutknecht Otter

NOT VOTING—T7

Brady (PA) Payne Thompson (MS)
Feeney Reynolds
Paul Schakowsky

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). Members are advised there

are 2 minutes remaining in this vote.
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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed bills and a
Joint Resolution of the following titles
in which the concurrence of the House
is requested:

S. 302. An act to make improvements in
the Foundation for the National Institutes of
Health.

S. 447. An act to authorize the conveyance
of certain Federal land in the State of New
Mexico.

S. 665. An act to amend the Public Health
Service Act with respect to the National
Foundation for the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

S. 1517. An act to permit Women’s Business
Centers to re-compete for sustainability
grants.

S.J. Res. 19. Joint Resolution calling upon
the President to issue a proclamation recog-
nizing the 30th anniversary of the Helsinki
Final Act.

————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1295

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to have my name
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 1295.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———

HELP EFFICIENT, ACCESSIBLE,
LOW-COST, TIMELY HEALTHCARE
(HEALTH) ACT OF 2005
Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,

pursuant to House Resolution 385 and

as the designee of the majority leader,

I call up the bill (H.R. 5) to improve pa-
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tient access to health care services and
provide improved medical care by re-
ducing the excessive burden the liabil-
ity system places on the health care
delivery system, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of H.R. 5 is as follows:

HR.5

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Help Effi-
cient, Accessible, Low-cost, Timely
Healthcare (HEALTH) Act of 2005”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—

(1) EFFECT ON HEALTH CARE ACCESS AND
cosTs.—Congress finds that our current civil
justice system is adversely affecting patient
access to health care services, better patient
care, and cost-efficient health care, in that
the health care liability system is a costly
and ineffective mechanism for resolving
claims of health care liability and compen-
sating injured patients, and is a deterrent to
the sharing of information among health
care professionals which impedes efforts to
improve patient safety and quality of care.

(2) EFFECT ON INTERSTATE COMMERCE.—Con-
gress finds that the health care and insur-
ance industries are industries affecting
interstate commerce and the health care li-
ability litigation systems existing through-
out the United States are activities that af-
fect interstate commerce by contributing to
the high costs of health care and premiums
for health care liability insurance purchased
by health care system providers.

(3) EFFECT ON FEDERAL SPENDING.—Con-
gress finds that the health care liability liti-
gation systems existing throughout the
United States have a significant effect on
the amount, distribution, and use of Federal
funds because of—

(A) the large number of individuals who re-
ceive health care benefits under programs
operated or financed by the Federal Govern-
ment;

(B) the large number of individuals who
benefit because of the exclusion from Fed-
eral taxes of the amounts spent to provide
them with health insurance benefits; and

(C) the large number of health care pro-
viders who provide items or services for
which the Federal Government makes pay-
ments.

(b) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this Act
to implement reasonable, comprehensive,
and effective health care liability reforms
designed to—

(1) improve the availability of health care
services in cases in which health care liabil-
ity actions have been shown to be a factor in
the decreased availability of services;

(2) reduce the incidence of ‘‘defensive medi-
cine” and lower the cost of health care li-
ability insurance, all of which contribute to
the escalation of health care costs;

(3) ensure that persons with meritorious
health care injury claims receive fair and
adequate compensation, including reason-
able noneconomic damages;

(4) improve the fairness and cost-effective-
ness of our current health care liability sys-
tem to resolve disputes over, and provide
compensation for, health care liability by re-
ducing uncertainty in the amount of com-
pensation provided to injured individuals;
and

(5) provide an increased sharing of informa-
tion in the health care system which will re-
duce unintended injury and improve patient
care.
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